RIGHT TO EDUCATION

The Right to Education Consent Agree-
ment of 1972 guarantees a free appropriate
public education to all school aged children
with mental retardation. The State Task
Force (STF) and 29 Local Task Forces (LTF)
were mandated to insure that the intent and
spirit of the Consent Agreement is carried
out.

LOCAL TASK FORCE

PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE

The Local Task Force is a group of par-
ents, educators, agency representatives, and
other persons concerned with education ser-
vices for students with special needs. The
parents of special education children are the
MAINSTAY of the LTF. Local Task Forces
are required to have a 51% parent (con-
sumer) membership.

The LTF serves as an advisory group and
advocate for students requiring special edu-
cation. The LTF plays an Important role in
communicating the needs and problems of
these youngsters to the appropriate sources,
agencies and providers. ITISAPLACETO
GO FOR HELP. The LTF frequently estab-
lishes positions which may influence policy
development for the operating agencies.

Since the passing of P.L. 94-142, the Edu-
cation of All Handicapped Children Act of
1975, it has been mandated that ““an appro-
priate and least restrictive” school program
be established for all exceptional children.

The Luzerne/Wyoming Right to Educa-
tion Local Task Force includes all excep-
tionalities, such as; mental retardation, emo-
tional difficulties, hearing impairments,
learning disabilities, physical handicaps,
speech and language impairments, visual im-
pairments, etc.

LOCAL TASK FORCE
ACTIVITIES

MONTHLY MEETINGS

This is when parents (consumers), provid-
ers and friends of special education meet to
discuss their concerns. These meetings are
conducted according to a specific agenda,
and there is a general discussion period.
These meetings are open to all interested
persons.

PUBLIC AWARENESS

Another function of the LTF is to inform
parents of special education students about
the programs and activities available. It
should also inform them of state and national
issues affecting special education.

MONITORING

One of the most active committees of the
LTF should be the Monitoring Committee.
This committee visits the classrooms where
special education students are being edu-
cated and served by the local school districts,
the Intermediate Unit, and private schools.
Following visitations the committee reports
back to the LTF Executive Committee at
their monthly meeting, outlining observa-
tions and making recommendations. This
committee also has other various duties.
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Luzerne/Wyoming Local Task Force #18

Attn: ChairPerson
368 Tioga Avenue

Kingston, PA 18704-5117

EVERY CHILD
CAN LEARN !

PLEASE BECOME INVOLVED

by
attending monthly meetings at the

LIU #18
368 Tioga Avenue
Kingston, PA 18704-5117

For information call the LIU #18
(570)287-9681
Extension 178
or
1-800-998-9681

RIGHT 70 EDUCATION
| OCAL TASK FORCE

AN ADVOCATE / RESOURCE
GROUP
FOR STUDENTS REQUIRING SPECIAL
EDUCATION AND SERVICES IN
LUZERNE/WYOMING COUNTY AND
MEMBER SCHOOL DISTRICTS



