
— April 2026 Education Bulletin — 

Office of  

Professional Learning 

Welcome to the April 2026 edition of the Luzerne Intermediate Unit (LIU) Office 

of Professional Learning’s (OPL) monthly education bulletin. The intent  

of this communication is to provide subscribers with: 

 Professional learning opportunities offered by our department,  

 Provide school leaders with educational policy support, and 

 Provide opportunities and tips for practicing educators.  

This edition will focus on student College and Career Readiness and includes in-

formation related to Career Ready PA and how Remake Learning Days can sup-

port student Career Readiness. 

Remake Learning Days (RLD) is a global festival of hands-on, innovative learning events designed to spark curiosity 

through activities like STEM, the arts, and makerspaces. By evolving education beyond typical classroom instruction 

and promoting learning experiences at museums, libraries, and tech hubs, the festival allows students to explore 

"future-ready" skills in an engaging and nurturing environment.  

 

From May 1st to May 23, students across the Commonwealth will share in learning 

events that help bridge the gap to future careers. Events marked with a Career Ready 

PA Badge signify that student participation in these learning experiences include access 

to industry professionals, educational experts, and real-world tools. These events are 

designed provide learners with opportunities to sharpen career-ready skills and 

transform abstract interests into tangible career paths.  

 

As an additional perk, the Luzerne Intermediate Unit and Career Ready PA are excited 

to uplift Remake Learning Days events and provide a seamless opportunity for students 

to obtain artifacts for their career portfolio by participating in festival events. After K-12 students attend a RLD 

event with a “Backpack” badge, they simply need to find applicable events and complete the artifact 

survey provided by the event host.   

 

To learn more about how you can support Career Readiness in your school and what influence it can have on your 

schools Future Ready performance, please read on. Additionally, please take a look at the Times Leader’s article 

about last year’s Remake Learning Days to learn about the many event success stories in our region.  

Remake Learning Days 

 A Statewide Festival of Community-Based Learning 

Don’t forget to  

subscribe to the  

OPL Education  

Bulletin!!! 

Scan w/ a smart phone 

https://remakelearningdays.org/events/?fwp_badges=76482
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1692892/remake-learning-days-returns-to-northeastern-pa


The PA Department of Education (PDE) is committed to the idea that “Pennsylvania’s economic future depends on 
having a well-educated and skilled workforce prepared to meet the current and projected demands of a global, 
knowledge-based, 21st century economy.”  
 
To learn the degree by which your school is meeting this need, 
educators and members of the public can visit their school’s 
page on the Future Ready PA Index (https://
futurereadypa.org/). Select the view link under College and 
Career Measures to learn about the percent of students in your 
school that have meet the requirements established by PDE.  All schools in the Commonwealth are obligated to offer 
their students throughout their educational career numerous opportunities to show evidence of career exploration 
and planning. The Career Standard Benchmark of the Future Ready PA Index identifies the percentage of students 

demonstrating meaningful engagement in career 
exploration and preparation aligned to the Career 
Education and Work (CEW) standards.  

Are You Doing it Right?  

 Meeting College and Career Measures 

Remake Learning Days (RLD) is a festival of events that occurs from May 1 to May 23 and are hosted by members of 

the community. During these events, students learn through the lens of various themes: the arts, the outdoors, 

student voice, etc. An added element of RLD is the inclusion of the Career Ready Backpack Challenge.  Each RLD 

event that is badged as a “Career Ready” event includes student use of career ready skills or career exploration. By 

attending these events, students can earn credit for their school’s Career Ready Indicator.  
 

How can schools participate?  

1. Schools (one contact per school) must register their building for the Career Ready 

PA Backpack Challenge:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CRPA26.  

2. Advertise the RLD webpage to your students so that they can find events 

happening in their community:  https://remakelearningdays.org/events 

3. For each RLD Career Ready event a student attends, they will earn a Backpack 

Challenge Badge by completing a brief form that directs their evidence of participation 

to their school.  
 

If your school earns 100+ badges, your school will be awarded a BANNER to 

to celebrate your students involvement in learning about careers in their 

community!  
 

Last, when the PA RLD festival has concluded, your school will receive a 

report that indicates the students from your school that participated in 

the challenge. You can then add this data to the Career Ready evidence 

your students have already completed.   

Remake Learning Days 

 Register Your School - Career Ready Challenge 

https://futurereadypa.org/
https://futurereadypa.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CRPA26
https://remakelearningdays.org/events/


 April 8, 2026, 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM, LIU AI Summit for all educators.  

 April 9, 2026, 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM: LIU STEELS Network Meeting for Science Educators from Grades 4 
through 12. 

 April 14, 2026, 11:30 AM to 3:00 PM: Speech Language Pathologists Network for K-12 SLPs 

 April 17, 2026, 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM, School Improvement Network (Combined Curriculum Coordinator and 
Principal Area Collaborative event) 

 April 24, 2026, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, School Psychologists Network for K-12 School Psychologists 

 April 29, 2026, 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Youth Mental Health First Aid for Administrators, Teachers, and Itiner-
ants 

 May 5, 2026, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, Reading Specialist Meeting for K-12 Reading Specialists 

 May 7, 2026, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Mindfulness for Educators: Practical Strategies to Reduce Stress and En-
hance Focus for K-12 teachers; guidance, reading specialists, etc. 

 May 15, 2026, 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, School Psychologists Network for K-12 School Psychologists 

 May 21, 2026, 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Youth Mental Health First Aid for Administrators, Teachers, and Itiner-
ants 

Dr. Rich Mackrell 
   rmackrell@liu18.org 

(570)991-1121 
 

Main Office 368 Tioga Ave, Kingston, PA 18704 

 

Dr. Jessica Jacobs 

   jjacobs@liu18.org 

(570)718-4631 

If you wish to have further monthly bulletins delivered to your inbox via email… 

Need Support 

All registrations are through MyLearning 

Plan. Visit our website at www.liu18.org 

and head to “Programs and Services”. From 

here, go to “Event Registration” to find out 

more about these opportunities and to reg-

ister. 

  LIU OPL Network Trainings (April - May 2026) 
Did you know that the Office of Professional Learning regularly offers 

workshops at several locations? Areas of educator support include all 

core content areas, support for students with special needs, and 

classroom management. Below is a list of workshops happening in 

April and May:  

mailto:rmackrell@liu18.org
mailto:jjacobs@liu18.org
https://forms.gle/aFZWQDwRgDVufpQo6
http://www.liu18.org

